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Executive Summary

In the modern IT landscape, security isn’t any one single solution—it's a series of layered protections that work
together to safeguard an organization's systems, data, and operations. Each layer serves a specific purpose,
whether it's prevention, detection, or response. One of the most critical layers in Windows environments is Group
Policy, which defines and enforces security settings across an entire domain. However, ensuring that these Group
Policy settings are properly applied and functioning as intended can be a challenge. Group Policy Compliance
Manager (GPCM) is designed to address this challenge by providing visibility into Group Policy processing,
ensuring that the settings you configure in Group Policy Objects (GPOs) are successfully applied to the objects
within their scope of management.

GPCM offers a robust set of features, including agent-based or agent-less data collection, centralized reporting
through a SQL database, and a powerful search feature for GPOs and individual settings. Additionally, it includes
a PowerShell module allowing for scheduled collections, queries and reporting. This whitepaper outlines the
unique capabilities of GPCM, demonstrating how it can be a vital tool in ensuring the integrity of your Group Policy
settings and providing a vital layer of security and compliance management.

Introduction

Group Policy is one of the most powerful tools at an administrator’s disposal for configuring security settings,
enforcing compliance, and managing system configurations across an enterprise. However, the ability to verify
that these settings are properly applied and detect any discrepancies or failures in Group Policy processing is
equally important and non-existent within the native toolset.

This is where Group Policy Compliance Manager (GPCM) comes in. GPCM offers the ability to ensure that Group
Policy settings are applied consistently and successfully across all managed objects—whether those objects
are servers or desktops. By providing detailed settings reports, insights into Group Policy processing times, and
error detection, GPCM ensures that your Group Policy environment is secure, compliant, and operating as
intended.

Layers of Security: A Holistic Approach to Protection

In today’s security model, the traditional notion of a single solution protecting the enterprise is insufficient.
Instead, security must be built in layers—each layer providing a different level of protection. These layers include
network security, endpoint security, user access controls, application security, and compliance verification, all of
which work together to defend the organization against cyber threats.
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permissions, password policies, network access
rules, and system configurations. By regularly
verifying that Group Policy objects (GPOs) are
correctly deployed and compliant across all
endpoints, GPCM helps ensure that your security
configurations are actively protecting your network.
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Key Features and Benefits of Group Policy Compliance Manager (GPCM)
1. Agent-less or Agent-based Collection

GPCM provides flexibility in how it collects data from endpoints. Organizations can choose between agent-based
or agent-less collection methods:

¢ Agent-based collection installs a lightweight collector service on the endpoint,. This approach is ideal for
environments with complex network configurations or distributed networks over various geo locations.
Agent-based collections are also ideal for remote systems that connect via VPNs to the corporate network.

e Agent-less collection allows data to be pulled directly from endpoints without the need to install any
software on the target systems, making it a simple and low-impact option for organizations that want to
reduce the number of deployed agents.

This flexibility ensures that GPCM can be deployed in environments of all sizes, offering efficient solutions
regardless of the organization's infrastructure needs.

2. Centralized Reporting in a SQL Database

Once data is collected from endpoints, it is centralized in a SQL database, which supports multi-user access.
This central repository allows administrators, auditors, and other authorized personnel to access Group Policy
data and generate reports on compliance and policy application. The centralized database ensures that historical
datais stored securely and can be reviewed at any time to track changes, troubleshoot issues, and ensure
ongoing compliance with internal and external security standards.

3. Powerful Search Functionality

GPCM includes a powerful search feature that allows administrators to quickly find GPOs and specific settings
that have been applied across the environment. Whether you’re looking for a specific setting applied to a group of
machines or would like to see the computer or user resultant set of policies, GPCM'’s search capabilities provide
the precision and speed needed to quickly locate and address issues.

This feature streamlines reporting and auditing processes, enabling IT teams to rapidly pinpoint configuration
inconsistencies or failures, improving response times and reducing operational inefficiencies.

4. PowerShell Module for Automation

For advanced users and automation enthusiasts, GPCM offers a PowerShell module that enables administrators
to automate queries and reporting processes from the command line. This automation capability simplifies
routine tasks such as:

e Querying Group Policy settings across multiple systems.
e Automating compliance checks.
o Exporting results for analysis or reporting.

The PowerShell module integrates seamlessly with existing scripts and workflows, reducing the manual effort
involved in Group Policy management and enabling better scalability for large environments.



5. Historical Reporting and Auditing

GPCM'’s historical reporting feature allows organizations to track and audit Group Policy settings over time.
Whether for security audits, compliance verification, or troubleshooting, the ability to report on historical data
provides critical context for understanding how settings have changed and whether any unauthorized changes or
misconfigurations have occurred. This feature is particularly useful for organizations with strict compliance
requirements, as it ensures a robust audit trail of Group Policy changes.

6. Enhanced Operational Efficiency

By automating data collection, reporting, and auditing, GPCM reduces the administrative overhead of Group Policy
management. IT administrators no longer must manually verify the status of Group Policy settings across all
endpoints. Instead, GPCM provides detailedinsights into policy application and compliance across the entire
enterprise. This results in more efficient operations, faster identification of issues, and greater confidence that
Group Policy is functioning as intended.

How GPCM Improves Security and Compliance
Proactive Compliance Monitoring

By continuously monitoring the application of Group Policy settings, GPCM provides organizations with the ability
to stay proactively compliant with internal and external regulations. Whether the organization is subject to HIPAA,
SOX or any other regulatory framework, GPCM helps ensure that Group Policy configurations are always alighed
with compliance requirements.

Final Thoughts

In today’s security environment, no single solution can provide comprehensive protection. Security is a layered
approach, with each layer playing a critical role in protecting the enterprise. Group Policy Compliance Manager
(GPCM) serves as a vital layer, ensuring that the Group Policy settings that define and enforce your organization’s
security and compliance policies are properly applied and actively protecting your systems.

With its powerful combination of agent-based and agent-less data collection, centralized reporting,
PowerShell automation, and historical auditing, GPCM empowers administrators to maintain a secure,
compliant, and efficient environment. By offering unparalleled visibility into Group Policy processing, GPCM
ensures that your organization’s Group Policy configurations are not only in place, but also actively enforcing the
security and compliance policies that are essential for protecting your business.

For organizations looking to enhance their security posture, improve compliance, and streamline Group Policy
management, GPCM is the solution that delivers the visibility, control, and operational efficiency needed to
safeguard the enterprise.

About SDM Software

Since 2006, SDM Software has been the leader in providing products for managing Windows configuration in general, and Group Policy
technology (and now Intune®) specifically. With extensive real-world knowledge and experience managing Windows environments ranging
from 100 to 300,000+ systems and with over 700 customers worldwide, we build products that are designed with security and simplified
management in mind. Our Group Policy and Intune products - commercial and freeware — are in use by thousands of administrators around
the world.



