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Introduction to GP Reporting Pak by SDM Software

Fundamentals of Analysis and Reporting:

The fundamentals of analysis and reporting can be applied across various fields, but some core principles remain
consistent. Considering the following questions beforehand is essential in our efforts to analyze and report on Group
Policy settings: What are you trying to achieve with the analysis? What questions do you want to answer?

1. Gather Data: Ensure the data is accurate, complete, and reliable.

2. Prepare Data: Organize the data for efficient analysis.

3. Analyze the Data: Choose appropriate analytical techniques based on your objective. This might involve
statistical analysis, trend identification, or pattern recognition.

4. Interpret Results: Draw meaningful conclusions from the analysis.

5. Communicate Findings: Present results in a clear, concise, and visually appealing format. Tailor your report
to the target audience (technical vs non-technical).

6. Actionable Insights: Translate findings into recommendations or next steps. The report should ultimately
guide decision-making.

How SDM Software facilitates Analysis and Reporting

GP Reporting Pak by SDM Software, is a comprehensive solution for reporting on Group Policy Objects (GPOs) in
Windows environments. It provides detailed analysis, reporting, and insights into GPO settings, helping IT
administrators manage and troubleshoot Group Policies effectively.

How SDM Addresses the fundamentals of Analysis and Reporting for Group Policy
Management.

1. Gathering and Data Preparation
e GPRP gathers data from your active directory environment about your GPO configurations and settings
and stages the data for review before exporting into a report format.
2. Data Analysis
e GPRP provides two basic ways to analyze GPO configurations.

o Providing Built-in predefined reports which cover areas like health, best practices, optimization,
cleanup and security assessments.

o Providing organizational specific insight by selecting Live GPO’s or Backed up GPQO’s for inventory
and analysis and performing basic filtering on those to include aspects such as conflicting or
duplicate settings

3. Communication of Actionable Insights:
e GPRP provides exportable reports to help users identify areas for improvement in their Group Policy
Environment.
e For example, reports might reveal:

o Password settings not meeting compliance standards.

o Presence of legacy domain accounts.

o Use of vulnerable technologies like NTLM.

o Unnecessary services running on servers.

e This information allows users to take action to improve GPO security and optimize performance.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

General Questions
Q1: What features does the GP Reporting Pak offer?

A1: Key features include:

- 40+ Built-in Reports covering Group Policy health, best practices, optimization/cleanup and security
Assessments.

- Detailed GPO report generation by means of inventory and analysis of Live or Backed up GPO’s

- Comparison of GPOs of live GPO’s as well as Snapshots of combined GPO'’s for in-depth comparisons.

- Reporting on GPO-related Active Directory objects

- Exporting reports to various formats (PDF, Excel, etc.)

Q2: Why is a proper analysis and Reporting tool essential for securing the environment?

A2: It ensures that policies are consistently applied, updated, and compliant with regulatory and organizational
standards, safeguarding the IT environment and enhancing operational efficiency.

Q3: Can SDM Software help in ensuring compliance and security?
A3: Yes, GPRP offers 3 types of reporting:

- Built-in, nearly 40 Reports covering Group Policy health, best practices, optimization/cleanup and security
Assessments.

- state-based, informs stakeholders of the current state of GPO’s by means of inventory and analysis which lets
you selectively report on settings from one or more GPO’s to find duplicate or conflicting settings ensuring
compliance with corporate policies.

- comparison-based, in which reports enable stakeholders to compare baseline GPO’s to live or backup GPQO’s
quickly finding setting differences.

Product-Specific Questions

Q4: Which versions of Windows are supported?

A4: GP Reporting Pak supports Windows Server and client versions that are compatible with Group Policy, including
Windows Server 2019, 2016, Windows 10 and Windows 11.

Q5: How do l install the GP Reporting Pak??

Ab5: Installation involves downloading the setup file from the SDM Software website, running the installer, and
following the on-screen instructions. A detailed installation guide is available in the product documentation

Q6: Can | schedule reports to be generated automatically?

A6: Yes, the GP Reporting Pak includes functionality to schedule reports to be generated at specified intervals and
sent via email or saved to a designated location.

Q7: Does GP Reporting Pak support historical tracking of GPO changes?

A7: GP Reporting Pak (GPRP) does not inherently support continuous historical tracking of GPO changes. GPRP
allows for comparison of backups or snapshots of GPOs from different points in time, but its accuracy depends on
the frequency and recency of these snapshots. For continuous and detailed tracking of GPO changes, GPAA (Group
Policy Auditing and Alerting) tool is recommended, as it is specifically designed for this purpose.
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Q8: What types of reports can be generated with the GP Reporting Pak?

A8: Strengthen your Active Directory security with over 40 built-in reports for Group Policy (GPO) health, best
practices, optimization, cleanup, and security. Generate GPO summaries, detailed setting reports, and comparison
reports to identify areas for improvement in your Group Policy Environment such as:

e |dentify accounts or groups that are referenced in your GPO’s that you need to retire.
o |dentify all firewall policies set across endpoints.

Q9: How can | export the reports generated by the GP Reporting Pak?

A9: Reports can be exported in various formats, including PDF, Excel, HTML, and CSV, making it easy to share and
analyze the data

Q10: Is there support available if | encounter issues with the GP Reporting Pak?

A10: Yes, SDM Software provides technical support for the GP Reporting Pak. You can contact support through our
website or via email for assistance with any issues or questions.

Q11: Are there any prerequisites for using the GP Reporting Pak?

A11: The tool requires access to a Windows environment with the appropriate permissions to read GPO settings. The
tool also requires GPMC installed on the machine where GPRP runs. It is also recommended to have the latest
updates and patches applied to your Windows Server or client machines

Q12: Is there a trial version available for the GP Reporting Pak?

A12: Yes, SDM Software typically offers a trial version of the GP Reporting Pak that you can download and evaluate
before purchasing the full product.

Q13: Does the GP Reporting Pak integrate with other IT management tools?

A13: Yes, GP Comparison and Inventory & Analysis both include PowerShell modules to get at comparisons and
inventory data programmatically. Furthermore, by means of exporting scheduled reports in a format suitable for 3
party tools, GP Reporting Pak can integrate with various IT management and monitoring tools, enhancing its
capabilities and providing a more comprehensive management solution.
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